ORDINANCE NUMBER 94-3

TITLED

BUTTE COUNTY'S STATEMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PRINCIPLES BASED ON THE
NAT'L., ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT

BE IT ORDAINED BY BUTTE COUNTY AS FOLLOWS:

» Reatfirmation of the fTundamental righits of mankind as
smumerated in the U.5. Declaration of Independences.

}

o

- Support for the Mational Envivronmental Policy 8ci (NEF
purpose amnd philosophy, which is:

*Te encourage the productive and snjlovable harmony
between man and his envirornment... to stimulate the health
and welfare of man...assure a safe, healthful, oroductive,
agsthetically and culturally pleasing swroundings. . .and
maintain, wherever possible, an environment which supports
giversity and wvariety of individual choice

- Support for the decliaration of NEFPE! to == pDrovide Tull
and Tair discussion of significant envivonmental impacts and
shall infeorm decision makers ...of reasonable alternatives
which woulgd avoeld or minimize adverss impacis or Bnhance the
quality of the Human Envivronment... Include in svery
recommendation or report on proposals ... and actions
significantly affecting the guality of human environment, a
detailed assessment of the impact...

The "Human environment” shall be interpreted
comprehensively o include the natural and physical
environment and the relationship of people with that
envivronment...dhen an environmental impact statement is
prepared and economic or sccial amd natural or physical
enviromnmental eTiects are interrelated, then the
gnvironmental impact statement will discuss all of
these effects on the human environment."S

. Butis County environmental plamming and review ordinance
shall be guilded by the principles of proftecting privatke
property rights and interests, the snvironment, local
customs and cultures, sconomic stability through reliance on
marketplace to support the County tax base, and the ability
of the County Commission o govern.

- Bupport for the continued multiple use laws of Tederal and
state agenclss.

- The design and development of all federal and state land
and resource plannming sball provide early consultation with
Butte County Commission or its designated representative.



SECTION 1. ENVIROMMENTAL POLICY

it is t©

hie policy of the Butte County Commission that Bubte

Crounty will participate and coordinate with all federal
agencies proposing to underiake or engage in any plamming

activit
both th
County,

ies which will significantly affect the guality of
e physical and scocioceconomic environment in Butte
compiving with the reguirements of:

The Butte County Environmental Planning and Review
Frocess Ordinance.

The dNational Envirommental Policy Act (HNEFAY.

The Council on Enviromnmental Buality (CERY .
regulations.

The Mational Forest Management Act {(MFMA&Y and
supporting regulations.

The Federal Land Peolicy and Managemsnt Act (FLPM&)
and suppocrting regulations.

A1l other federal, state, and county laws,
regulations, and ordinances relating toc management
the human and physical enviromnmental environment.

SECTION 2. FURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES OF BUTTE COUNTY

ENYVIROMMENTAL PLANNING AND REVIEW ORDINANCE

{henceforth refervred to as the Environmental Plan) is to

provide
signifi
Erviron

a problem solving process o eliminate or
cantly reduce negative effects on the "Human
ment” from state and federal actions. As such, the

key problem sclving slement to the environmental plan is

Mitigat

SECTION

ion Plaming.

Z. DEIECTIVEDS

The DBut

te County Dommission has identified the following

primary cbhijectives for environmental planning and review
related to the Freamble and the Principlies in Butte Countys

=

To disclose to Tederal and state decision makers and

i 3 13 ¥ nwironmental effects
the public the significant e rovment ffects of
proposed Tederal and state agency actions or
decisions on nature, secial, cultures, customs,

property rights and the economic stability of Butte
County.

To identify ways to eliminate., or significantly
reduce damage or negative impacts o the
envivronment {identitied in the above statementi.

o prevent damage or nggative impacts to the
environment by vyeouiring implemeniation of feasible
siternatives or mitigation messures.

s
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To foster intergovernmental coordination.

- Too enhance public education and participation.

Joo enhance Butie County Commission capabilities o
plan and manage rescurces and snvirooment and
community gualities Tor the well-being of the present
and future generations in Butte County.

=

A. Intergovernmental Coordination for Envivenment Planning
and Assessment

Butte Countvy's ecornomy is dependent upon federal and state
lands to a large extent. Since much of the land in Butie
County 1z Tederal and state land, and several of the
County’s major industries——cattle, sheep, mining, timber,
recreation——are tied to that land, then a1l "economic or
social and natural or physical environmental effects” are
interrelated.

It is therefore necessary that Butte County, state, and
Tederal agencles work closely together to jointly determine
the benefits, impacts, and costs of rescurce plans and
decisions. By pooling leccal, state, and federal rescurces,
the general public will be better informed aboul resocurce
decisionsiit would significantly reduce duplication: and
streamiine the process for improved resource decisions
through Tostering integration and compatibility in rescurcs
management, particularly important with the “checksrboard®
land cwnership and management. Joint planning and
coordination will alsc provide an unigue ocpportunity to
copperatively develop realistic mitigation alternatives o
reducing negative physical, social, and economic impacts —
with an emphasis upon solving the problems associated with
negative impacts on the "Human Environment® in Butte Countv.

The procedures and guidelines persuant to the Butis
County Environmental FPlamnming and Review Ordinance shall be
consistent with the reguirements of NEPS and its
implementing regulations. Furthermore, in the event that
environmental assessment documentation is reqguired by boith
the Butte County Ordinance and MEPA, a2 combined
environmental impact assessment documentation shall be
coprdinated and jocintly prepared by the County Commission
and the federal agency to reduce duplication of effort.

Intergovernmental plamning is reaquired by the Council

£ 1
of Environmental Bualisty (CEGY, under NEPA as follows:™
. Envivonmental FPlamming
- Joint Environmental Research
= Joint Fublic Hearings
= Joint Preparation of Envircrnmental Documsnis




i. Joint Environmental Flanming

Linder the MNEFA and CEG reguirements for coordinated vrescurce
project plamming, the Butte County Interim Land Use Policy
plan specifically reguires that a coordinated planming
grocess be established for all federal and state actions and
plans within Butite County to enhance integrated, multiple
use management plans:

Federal law reguires federal and state agencies
which receive money from the federal government to
notify County Commissions immediately upon initiation
ot any proposal or plaming activity that mavy lead to a
proposal or project affecting Butte County. Bubie
County shall respond to all scoping documents
sent to it by federal and state agencies. Following
netification, the County Commission shall make a Termal
decision as to whether tc use the environmental impact
assessment process detalled in this ordinance, and =o
notify the initiating agency(s).

Upon invoking the envivonmental assessment process, the
County Commission and the federal agencies shall, as they
deem necessary. enter into a Memorandum of Agreement (MOAD
for joint plaming and preparation of joint impact
assassment documents. including procedures for designating
Butte County as a Jjoint lead agency in the Tederal
documentation process. The MOA shall be in full conformance
with the veguiremenis of this ordinance and NEPA.

= Joint Environmental Ressarch

The Butte County Commission shall develop rescurce
management policies to encourage individual land stewardship
and Tt assist in envivonmental guality, under the Joint
Environmental Research of NEFA .

purpose of the jecint pillot research between County,
2, and fTederal agencies will be to develop a coordinated
approach to resocurce management throughs

1. Understanding of the customs and cultures of Butie
County, sspecially related to rescurce management,
land use and envirormental values and beliefs, such
as self-regulation and stewardship.

f

. Identifving cutputs/products requirements for
improving resource conditions and trends, and fTor

protecting the community and economic stability of
the Countv.

—ip—
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Developing resource {landscape) descriptions for
Desired Future Conditions, including standards and
monitoring methods.

4. CLoordinating the development of rescurce management
approaches for the Freferred Management Alternative
that supporis the Human Environment of Butte
County, as defTined in the Freamble.

. Une of the purposes of joint pilot research hetwesn
County, State, and federal agencles will b2 o
assess the condition of the natural rescurces
within the Countv.

3. Jeint FPublic Hearinags

Joint puirlic hearings shall be conducted Y...to the fullest
extent possible® in accordance with NEFA requirements.q

4. Joint Freparation of Environmental Assessment
DBocumentation

in accovdance with MNEFA requirementsﬁ and Section S of this
crdinance. Buite County shall work Jointly with federal
agenciss to conduct social, cultural, and economic impact
analvses.

B. ENVIROMMENTAL PLANNING AN REVIEW PROCESS

This section specifies detailed metheds to be followed in a
coordinated way te conduct sccial, cultural, resocurce, and
sconomic intergovernmental Jjoint environmental assessments.
There shall be three classes of environmental assessment
documentation which may be required by the Butie County
Commissicn: Informal Letiers, Initial Environmental
Assessment Reporits, and Environmental Impact Reporis.

in Butte County, joint plaming shall be conduckied in
the Tollowing seguence o ensure that all plamming and
propesals are Tormulated and/cr evaluated against
inappropriate and yealistic objectives:

1. Establish management cbilectives in fterms of pecple
values for the site impactsd. Thess can, in park,
be determined by thorough review of federal, state,
and county land use plans. They may need to be
refined and definsed specific to the site impacted.
This definition of obisctives must incliude the
commodlty and amenity outpuis or production
thresholds needed o achieve the values the citizens
of the County have determined to be imporiant or
NBceEsSsary o thelr well beling.

R
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Design “"Desired Future Conditions (DFC)" to best
meet the above determined management cbjectives
within the physical capabilities of the
environment.

5. Evaluate all proeoposals against achieving the DFCs
and management objisctives established for the area.

4, Utilize an scosysitem management approach o
svaluate any single proposal. That is, all uses,
management cbjectives, and environmental
capabilities will be considered.

The following 2lements shall be included in environmental
assessments as deemed necessary Tor the specific projects by
the Buitte County Commlission:

1. Description of the Proposal.
Z. Deitermination of Management Objectives.
3. Determination of Desired Future Conditions.
4. Assessment of Impacts on the Physical Environment.
%. fAssessment of Impacts on the Sccial & Cultural
Fabric.
6. Assessment of Impacts on the Economy.
7. fAssessment of Impacts on Frivate Property
Rights {takings?}.
H. Cumulative Effects Analysis.
F. HMitigation Measures.
iG. Comparative Evaluation of Action Alternatives.
ii. Public Involvement Regquiremenits.
ig. Froject Time Schedules.
i3. Implementing and Monitoring a Decision.

1. Descripition of the Proposal: A summary descripition of
the proposal. Where EIS's are reguired for alloiment
management plans, the proposal and alternatives will be
grazing management concepts and the application of best
management p}actlcesx and not specific technical management
plans.

=Z. Determination of Management Objectives: The management
shipctives shall be drawn from reviews of the Butte County
Interim Land Use Flan and varicus federal and state land
management plans. Since mest of these land plans are

programmatic and broad in scope, the management cblectives
may have to be refined specific to the area or site

-

ffegteﬁ, Management cobiectives used here go beyond natural
ssource or vegetative cbhiectives to include a definition of
rustoms and culiturss and pecple values, soccial and sconomic

nesds, and production thresholds associated with resocurce
use and twnce;vanlaﬁ and necessary for a realization of the
valuss important to the well-being of Buitite County citizesns.

2

ey



These management objiectives and production levels then
become the goals and evaluation criteria against which all
federal and state proposals and alternatives shall be
svaluated.

J. Determination of Desired Fubuwre Conditions: Once
management cbjectives for an area are determined. 3 natural
rescurce description shall be designed within the physical
capabilities and human interactions with the natural
resources, that best accomplishes the desirved objectiives.
Since different landscape descriptions will produce
different levels of cutputs, Butte County must be involved
in designing rescurce/landscape descriptions o bhest meel
the nesds of County citizens when choices have to he mades
between conflicting management objiectives. The Human
Environmental affects in Butte County include: the phvsical
environment, sccial and cultural fabric of communities, the
iccal economy and property rights protection cutlined below.

4. Assessment of Imopacts on the Phvsical Envivonment: The
snvironmental impact assessmenits shall include
identification of any effects on the County’'s natural
rescurce assets and environmental gualiibv:

a. Effects on vange rescurces  and managemsnit

application.

b. Effects on dry land crops.

C. Effects on ground and surface water ressurces.

d. Effects on irrigated crops.

e. Effects on private water rights, and other
traditiconal/customary and common law resource laws
and practices.

. Effects on environmental quality: air, water.
nergy., scils, etc.

g. Effects on Torest and timber rescurces.

h-. Effects on the integrated rescurce planning and
management in which county private parties and/or
public interests are involved.

1. Effects on federal and state laws related to
multiple use, susiained vield, and range resocurce
management .

3. Effects on private and public investments and cosis
into public land resources.

k. Effects on the "productive and snjovable harmony
betwsen man and his environment.” The plan must
stimulate the health and welfare of man...and
support diversity and varietry of individual
choice® in accordance with the MNEFA mandatE53 and
the free market sysitem of resource allocation.



S. AssessmeEnt of Impacis on the Social and Cultural Fabrics:
The assessment shall include identification 1T any effects

on County customs, culiure, and sccial Tabric, governance,

schonls, and other local programs.

a. Effects on family stability symptoms of siress,
anxiety, and breabkdown: and, nature and freguency
of anti-sccial behavior (family fturmoil, crime,
substance abuse, sic.)?

h. Effects on culiure dus to population loss and
identification of the effects on the rates and
magniitude of pepulation migration patierns.

c. Effects on the culture of Butte County, specifying
possible limitations and resirictions on cultural
beliefs and practices, and maintenance of cultural
and community cochesion and kinships and friendship
networks: traditions of mutual trust and aid.

d. Effects on culiural values of land stewardship,
and community snvironmental values and assthetics
related o hisiorical/cultural sites, natural
rescurce vistas, river wavs, and landscapess
effects on rescurce degradation and investments
on private land uses and historical and cultural
sites.

2. Effects on shared norms/valuss to include scops and
intenslty of demonstrated support or opposition to
the proposed action: religious andsor culiural
orientations toward certain sites or resourcess
and, attitudes toward sconomic stability and
development.

f. Effects on land use patterns o include existing
iand uses and interactions, access and
transportation impacts, compatibility of proposed
changes in use with present uses of site and
commensurate and adjascent lands: rveligicus and
cultural uses of land rescurces.

g. Effects on civil rights and implications to any and
all variables listed above:; barriers to sgual
access; and, dus proocess and even handedness.

h. Effects on local governance {(e.g. effecis on the
Countvis ability o protect the health, safsty

and sccial and cultural well-being of 1is
citizens and to protect private property righits:
effects on local leadership and snvironmental

values Tor vesource proteciion and development
aeffects on the County's ability o Finance pub

aryd
1

Joued'B

orogyams such as bonding capaciiy.
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Effects on scclal organization o include community
cohesion {(degree of unity and cooperationi;
community stability {abilitvy to abscorb and managse
changel; source and focus of leadership.

Effects on tax revenue loss toc local government.

Effects of revenue loss to local government and
school employvment and income.

Effects on revenue loss on delivery of goveroment
and school programs.

Effects on emergency services {law snforcement,
fire, and ambulance servicesl).

Effects on the local government infrasiructure,
including transportation, community water systems,
{including those provided through irrigation and
reclamation districtsli, and landfTill =services, as
well as County financed infrastructure to public
land agencies.

Limiting effects and iong term conseguences on
fTuture community well-being, stability of
governance and the education of children.
values and rescurce protection and development.

4. Assessment of Impacts on the Local Economy: The
environmental impact assessment shall identifTy any effects
on the County’s sconomy, customs, services, and businesses:

[

in
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Effects on private invesiment backed expectations.

Effects on the economic value of private property
water rights and vreal propertv.

Effects on dirvect, indirect, and cumulative
employvment.

Effects on the percentage of unemployment and per
capita income.

Effects on the rescurce based indusiries including
tourism/recreation, crops, catile, sheep, timber,
and mining—specifying unit cost effects {(s2.9..
seconomic value of Alls. MMBFs. crop vield;, etc.?

Effects on local businesses directly and indirectly
related o the resource decisions or plans.



g. Effects on housing. real estate values, and
residential energy needs.

h. Effects on ocpportunities for business expansions
and markets.

1. Limiting effects and long term conseguences o
future community well-being, stability and
expansion, specifying impacts on servicing debis
{lendingl.

7. Assessment of Impacts on Private Froperty {(Takingsli:

The snvironmental impact assessments shall include
identification of any effects on property rights and
protectables interesits {(permits, leases, licenses, preference
rights, etc.} in the Counitv. In addition to the
requirements above, the environmental assessment shall
evaluate the impacts on property vights.

in addition, the Butte County Commission proposes that the
fTollowing tests or criterion be used in assessing possible
taking of private property rights:

1} Phyvsical invasion {aciual intrusion or land
withdrawall.

2} Loss of economic value and investment
backed expectation.

3} Effects on customary uses and culiural values
related to natural rescurces.

4} Hasic rules of Tairness and due process procedurss.

8. Cumulative Effects Analysis: The cumulative effects of
plamming decisions shall pbe analyvzed to ensure that there
are no significant cumuiative, long—term effects on the
Lounty's economy, customs, culture, services, and
businesses.

The County shall develop and implement unit cost indices for
measuring economic and emplovment values of each unit of
production; that is, animal unit months{AUMs) for livestock,
visitor days (VDs) for tourism, etc. These production cost
indices shall then be used Tor assessing the cumuiative

effects when more than one project is involved.

—10-



F. HMitigation Planmning: The purpose of Mitigation
Flanmming. whether 1t be in the form of an alternative to the
proposed action, or an action within an alternative, 1s to
resplve conflicts involving aliernative useps of available
resources as reguired by NEFA’ and to eliminate or minimize
impacts on those rescurces. Mitigation is one of the
alternatives that must be considered in identifving the
scope of the envivronmental analysis preocess and the
resuliting document.

Mitigation resclives vesource conflicis and reduces the
severitv of impacts on thes Human Envirconment.

For every significant impact identified in an snvironmenial
assessment report, Joint Lead Sogencies must identifyv and
discuss mitigatlion measures:

- _Whether the effecis have been avoided or substantially
lessened, and

- Bignificant side sffects of implementing a mitigation
measure,

. Mitigation measures shall be detailed and provide
realistic alternatives.

- Fublic apencies {loccal, statsg, and federal}) should not
aporove projects as propossd i there are feasihle
alteyrnatives or feasible mitigation measures available which
woatld lessen or reduce the significant social. cultural,
properiy rights, and economic impacis on the citizens of
Butte Countv.

Butte County Commission will not support implementing
projects with siagnificant adverse impacis on the human
environment when feasible alternatives and/or mitigation
measures can substantially eliminate or lesson the impacts.

The mitigation measures shall:

A Identify the rate, magnitude and extent of each
impact.

a. Identify mitigation measures for each impact.

b. Identify who is vesponsible for the
mitigation.



C. Specify mitigation measures that (in accordance
with NEFA CE@ regulations)iB;

1} Avoid impacis altogether by not taking certain
actions.

23 PMinimize impacts by limiting the degree or
magnitude of the proposed action and its
implementation.

3} FRectify the impacts by repairing.
rehabilitating, or restoring the affected
environment.

4) Reduce or eliminate the impacts over time by

providing preservation and maintenance

processes during the life of the action.

Compensate for the impacts by providing

substitute resources or economic values of equal

monatary value.

(&
—

d. Frovide effective mitigation smeasures that are

feasible in terms of:

1} Legal authority.

£} Technical fTeasibility.

3} Economic fTeasibilitv.

43 Docial, cultural, and political
Teasibility.
Timing mitigation to project/decision.

&
halt

e. The enviraonmental assessment document must
specitically explain how the conditions would mitigate the
impact and the effectiveness of the measure, as applied and
enforced . {(see B.c. above).

T. Hather than simply listing mitigation, the
snvironmental assessment document must detail and explain
the sffectiveness of the measures in terms of the resulting
impactsi?®,

Mitigation must be analvzed as part of the alternatives.

g. Frovide a mitigaticon moniioring process, which is
based on speciftic objectives and performance standards., o
ensure implemesntation of mitigaticon measures during
action/decision impiemeniation {(See Section B.11l belowl.

Frovide feedback to the County Commission from the

ha
mitigation monlioring process.

- e



10 Comparative Evaluation of Action Alternatives: The

enviroenmental assessment document must discuss a range of
alternatives to Tederal or state proposed action or decision
that could feasibly attain the basic project proposal
chiectives, and must evaluate alternative comparative

merits.

Significant environmental effecis of the

alternatives must be discussed with the mitigation measurss
identified.

Hoa

For actions which invelve unrescived conflicts, all
reasonable alternatives must be considered
including, "noc action®. The alternatives should noi
be merely sxercises done to Tulfill this
requirement: ihey should be dons to the fullest
extent possible to find other ways to meet the
identified need or achieve the identified purpose
while eliminating harmful impacts on the "human
enviromnment”.

The Tocus shall be on alternatives capable of
eliminating or reducing the proposed action or
decision’'s significant sffects on the "Human
Environment®. It must identify the superior
alternative and explain why alternatives other than
the proposed actiondecision werse rajscted.

The evaluation of alternatives must be governed by
the “rule of reason”: An environmental assessment
document must describe a reasonable range of
alternatives to the proposed action/decision, or o
the propeosed location of the proposal, which could
feasibly attain the basic aobjectives of the
proposed decision/action, and evaluate the
comparative meriis of the alternatives.

The range of alternatives must include those that
ofTer substantial advantages to the Human
Environment over the proposed action and may be
Teasibly accomplished in a successtul mamer
considering economic, sccial, physical and
technical factors. Alternatives may not be
rejecited merely because they are beyond the
agency's aunthorityv.

The preferred alternative or alternatives shall be
identified and include appropriate mitigation
measures not alveady included in the mitigation
plan.



11. Public Involvemsnt Reguirements: Fersuant to the
Mational Envirconmental Policy Act, the local government and
federal and state agencies can conduct environmental
plarmming jointly. During the preparation of an analvsis for
a decision document, or amendment o a proposed agency plan,
Butte County will request joint hearings with federal and
state agencies to provide opportunities for the involvement
of Butte County citizens. local governments, schools,
utility companies, civic or oiher community groups, and all
economic segments within Butte County. This shall be done
through public hearings and other means the Butte County
Commission deems appropriats.

a. Federal agencies shall coordinate joint public
involvement planning, programs, and processes with
the Butte County Commission, pursuant to this
section of the Butte County Envirocnmental Flanning
and Review Process Ordinance,. and in accordance
with the Council on Environmental Buality
regulatians.ii

. The public involvement program shall includs
chisctives to:

i} Identify the major issues, affected parties,
{financial interesis and for risks), and
cpporitunities of the proposed action.

Z} Apprise properiy rights ocwners of regulations
and decisions that may affect their property
rights.

3} Provide public opporiunities to evaluaie
alternatives plans and fo participate in
choosing the preferred alternative.

4} Create an stmosphere in which conflicting
demands Tor resocurces and uses can be resoclived
without destabilizing community economic,
sccial, and/or cultural fFabrics.

i2. FProject Time Schedules: Estimated time schedules shall
be established for all environmental assessments affecting
Butis County. These time schedulss shall bhe developsd early
in the assessment process Tor each phase of documeniation,
inciuding issuance of a fTinal decision.



i3. Implementing and Monitoring the Decision: When the
findings on significant effects are identified in the
environmental assessment document, it must also adopt a
reporting or monitoring program for mitigation measures that
were adopted or made conditions of the proposed
action/decision approval to mitigate significant effects.
Momitoring shall be provided by the lead agency {(in
coordination with joeint and cooperating agencies) to assure
that thelr decisions are carvied ocut in compliance with the
mitigation plan during plan implementation. Mitigation and
other conditions established iIn the environmental assessment
or during the review and commitisd as a part of the decision
shall be implemented by the lead agency or appropriate
consenting agency.

Butte Lounty shall not favor mitigation measures that are
not funded.

In implementing decisions, Butte County Commission shall:s

{a} Promote the policy that no agency sball approve or
implement projects with significant adverse impacis
on the human envivronment when Teasible alisrnatives
and/or mitigation measures can substantially
eliminate or lesson the impacts.

{b) Inciude appropriate conditions in grants, permits,
or octher approvals.

(0} Condition Tunding of the action on mitigation.

{d} Upon request, inform cooperating agencies on
Drogress in Carrying out mitigation measures which
they have proposed and which were adopted by the
agency making the decision.

{2} lpon vequest, make avalillable to the public the
results of the relevant monitoring.

{f} Reguire, as a part of the decision that an action
or decision must be totally funded, including
mitigation, or not funded at all.

L. Environmental Assessment Documsniation Reguirsments

In addition to conforming to NEPA reguiremenis, alil
environmental assessmenis shall include the reguirements of
the Ssction B above. For the Informal Letiters and Impact
Analysis Feporits (IAR) described below, the reguirements of
Secticn B, i—-10 asbove are mandated when developning an
Environmental Impact Repori as described below. There shall
be three classes of snvironmental assessment vreporis:
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f. Informal Letters

Informal letters shall be used to document discussions of
possible impacis, and for decisions of proposals
categorically exciuded from NEFA assessments, and for
planning activiities establishing or refining managemsnt
objectives, desired future conditions, or identifving or
rejecting future management needs or proposals. Ths
activities appropriate to Informal Letters are usually thoss
preceding Tormal proposals reguiring NEPA asseszment.

. .

H. initial Envirommental Assessment Reports {(IEARD

Butte County may prepare or reqguest an 1EAR when there is an
indication that there may be a negative effect on the
environment {physical, social/ cultural, properiy rights,and
for erconomic factors). The IEAR is similar to NEPA
environmental assessment plaming and documentation. 18

The 1EAR should be consistent with the Butte County
Interim Land Use Flan.

Though there is no standard format, the IEARs should include
the fellowing information:

- Froposal description.

- Environmental setting.

- Local citizen valuss and managsment cobjectives.

= Froduction thresholds for the area{(s) involved.

. Potential environmental impacts.

« Mitigation measures.

- Decision Implementing and Monitoring

L. Environmental Impact Repori {(EIR?

Hased on Tindings documented in an IEAR, the Butte Countvy
Commission shall make its determination whether to reguirs a
more Tormal and detalied EIR. The EIR is similar to the
NEFA Envirommental Impact Statement {(EIS) plarmming and
documentation.id In accordance with NEPA reguiremsnts, the
EIR "must consider all reasconable alternatives to the
proposed action with the goal of finding the alternatives
Wwith the least environmental impacts in relation to its
benefits”.

The purpose of an EIR is tos

1. Identify the significant effects of a proposal on
the environment (natural, sccial, cultwal, properiv
rignts, and economic Tactors).

= Identify reasconable alternatives to the proposal

when there is a negative affect, especially on the
healih, safTety, and livelihood {economic well-

being) of County citizens.



3. Indicate the mamnner in which thoase significant
effects can be mitigated or avoided.

Information developed in individual EiIRs shall be
incorporated into a database which can be used to reducs
deiay and duplication in preparation of subseqguent
snvironmental impact repovis.

The contents of the ElRks shall be as follows:

Table of Contents.
Summary
Description of the Proposal.
Environmental Setting
Management Ubjectives {(as describsed above).
Desired Future Conditions.
Environmental Impacts
1. Assessment of Impacts on the Physical
Environment.
2. nssessment of Impacts on the Sccial & Dulitural
Fabric.
3. Assessment of Impacis on the Economy.
4. Assessment of lmpacts on Frivats Froperty
Rights {(takings).
5. Cumulative Effects Hnalvsis.
B. Mitigation PMeasures.
H. Alternatives
I. Public Invoivement Requirements.
J. Target Time Frames.
K. Implementing and Monitoring a Decision.

TR W e

&’

D. IMPLEMENMTATION OF THE BUTTE COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL
FLANMNING & REVIEW PROCESE

in addition to the procedures contained in this ordinance,
the Butie County Commission shall:

1. Adopt such administrative rules and oversight
guidelines desmed necessary io carry out this
ordinance.

£2. Develeop such environmental and rescurce related
cooperative agreemenis, memorandums of understanding, jeint
policy statements, and joint letiers of intent with
appropriate state and federal agencies, so that the goals
and pbiectives of this ordinance and the Butte County
Interim Land Use Flan may be carvied out.



SECTION 7. SEVERABILITY

IT a section, subseciion, sentence, clause, phrase. or
portion of this ordinance or the application therecf toc any
pErson or circumstances 1s declared invalid or
unconstitutional by the decision of a court of competent
Jurisdiciion, the remalinder of this ordinance shall be
severad thersfrom and shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 8. RECORDING AND AUTHENTICATION

This ordinance shall be recorded in the bococks kept for that
purpess and shall be authenticated by the signature of the
County fuditor and shall take effect in accordance with the
izaw.

FIRST READING — MARCH 1, 1994

SECOND READING -~ APRIL 5, 1994

THIS ORDINANCE WILL BECOME EFFECTIVE ON THE TWENTIETH DAY AFTER IT'S
COMPLETED PUBLICATION.

THIS ORDINANCE WAS PASSED BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE BUTTE COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS.

DATED AT BELLE FOURCHE, SOUTH DAKOTA, THIS 5TH DAY OF APRIL, 1994.

BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

(s) (4/jf(?¢~ ' gi)/%Q/, 2t 7/

WILLIAM J. HANNAH, CHAIRMAN

DATE OF FIRST READING: 3/1/94

DATE OF SECOND READING: 4/5/94
ADOPTED:

DATE OF PUBLICATION:

B.F.POST - 4/13/94

B.F. BEE - 4/16/94

BUTTE CO. VALLEY IRRIGATOR - 4/13/94



